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of the Sahara Desert. In the case of Russia, the difference between
the geographic and political entity is most pronounced. Political
Russia (as shown on Map II) comprises only 35 per cent of Rus-
sia's territory but includes over 90 per cent of her population. It is
in this area that the course of Russia's history has been shaped.

In western Asia political Russia embraces fertile lands and in-
dustrial centers in an area narrowing down from the Urals to Lake
Baikal. Farther to the east, the map shows the vast emptiness of
eastern Siberia, socio-economically and politically reduced to a
mere narrow corridor to the Pacific. Only at the extreme eastern
end of this corridor, around and below the Amur River, docs the
political territory widen again. The gradual conquest of Siberia
in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries was the
most easily accomplished phase of Russia's expansion. The scanty
native population, where it existed at all, could not and did not
offer any serious resistance. By the same token, however, for the
people of Russia the benefits derived from this acquisition were less
significant than from other areas.

Less than a century has passed since Russia acquired her Far
East, covering a comparatively small area to the cast of the i3oth
degree and to the south of the 54th parallel. Possession of the lands
to the north of it, including the long shore of the Pacific, as well as
Alaska (as long as the latter was a Russian colony), would not have
sufficed to enable Russia to develop into one of the leading powers
of the Pacific. The newly acquired Russian Far East has been the
key to her influence in the Orient.

The third fundamental factor in all Far Eastern problems, down
to our days, has been the great difference in the reaction of the
two great peoples of the Far East to the influence of the West.
This fact, often described but never adequately explained, is an
outstanding phenomenon of contemporary history. Until a cen-
tury ago both China and Japan stagnated In medieval backward-
ness. Both, and particularly China, could boast of a long history
full of brilliant cultural accomplishments. But in recent centuries,
while Europe and America were making progress in virtually all
fields of human endeavor, the colossi of the Far East were Jagging
behind, and the chasm between them and the countries of the West
in scientific and technical matters kept growing ever greater*